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European Sports History materialised 

From ancient boxing fresco to the Champions League trophy  

 

Modern sport originated in Europe. During the age of Enlightenment, 

gymnastics and athletics from Antiquity were rediscovered and changed 

into new cultural and educational forms, which shaped both the body 

and the mind.  

The 100 objects that are collected here are both material objects and 

forms of communication which explore the transformation and diversity 

of sports, games and physical education in Europe whether for training, 

performing or as part of other forms of celebration or festivity. 

This book is the first attempt to create a kaleidoscopic history of 

European sport through its rich material culture and emerged from a 

desire to develop transnational research in sports history. 110 authors 

from 39 countries have participated in a genuinely pan-European 

project, introducing the reader to the fascinating range of people, 

institutions and places which made up the world of modern European 

sport. 

 

Daphné Bolz is professor of sports history at the University of Rouen 

Normandy (France) and a former Marie Sklodowska Curie Fellow in 

Leicester (UK), Berlin and Münster (Germany).  

 

Michael Krüger is professor of sports pedagogy and sports history at the 

University of Münster (Germany). 
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